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1. Protect yourself, when 
considering a roofi ng 
contractor; make sure 
they have proper 
insurance in place, 
liability and WCB

2. Standing seam metal 
roofs usually have less 
seams, joints or screw 
penetrations than 
other metal roofs

3. Metal roofs require 
less maintenance than 
other roof systems

4. Metal roofs are usually 
made from recycled 
material and are 
recyclable when 
they needed to be 
disposed of

5. Metal roofs can help to 
refl ect heat during hot 
periods to help cut on 
cooling costs

Advantages of  STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING  

Standing seam metal roofi ng
Standing seam metal roofi ng is com-

prised of vertical metal panels, each with 
a seam on each edge that stands up ver-
tically that can be snapped or crimped 
together. Standing seam roofs can have 
exposed fasteners but the preferred panels 
have hidden fasteners with clips. The hid-
den fastener systems have allowances for 
expansion and contraction where as the 
through fastener systems do not (usually 
forcing the fasteners to loosen off  during 
thermal expansion and contraction). These 
hidden fastener systems can quite often 
be run on site to accommodate even the 
longest seamless panel from ridge to eave. 
Standing seam roofs off er a multitude of 
colours to choose from as well as other 
products such as Galvalume, Copper, Zinc 
and even Stainless Steel. Usually the panels 
are made from 29 gauge up to 22 gauge 
(26g and 24g being the most popular). 
Paint fi nishes include SMP (silicone modi-
fi ed polyester, most common) and PFVD 
(polyvinylidene fl uoride), better resistance 
to fading and the elements, also a higher 
refl ective rating usually. Standing seam 
metal roofs can be curved or tapered to fi t 
most roofi ng needs. For metal roofi ng it is 
critical to have a qualifi ed person doing the 
installation, especially for the detailed work 
such as skylights, chimneys and valleys. 

Green Solutions
  In manufacturing most metal roofi ng 

contains a high content of recycled mate-
rial starting at about 25% and some going 
as high as 75%. This allows metal roofi ng to 
be considered a “Green” product. Combin-
ing the longevity of the product and be-
ing 100% recyclable means you will not be 
adding to the billions of tonnes of disposed 
roofi ng to the landfi lls each year. Metal 
roofs are also considered to have high solar 
refl ective values which means less energy 
costs in the summer for cooling. A white 
metal roof has a rating of .85 which means 
it will refl ect 85% of solar energy compared 
to a typical asphalt roof with a rating of .09. 
Standing seam metal roofs also off er sev-
eral ways of attaching solar panels to the 
roof without penetrating the system, al-
lowing for a leak free solution. These sys-
tems also allow solar panels to be changed 
if they should break or become damaged 
again without putting holes in the roof.  
Metal roofi ng is also a “Leeds” (Leadership 
in Energy & Environmental Design) credit-
able product.  

Durability
Metal roofs should last at least two to 

three times longer than a regular asphalt 
roof with an average life span of 50 years 
or more. Metal roofs also withstand much 
higher winds than typical asphalt shingles 
which have been known to tear off  and 
blow away. Asphalt shingles are typically 
made of paper or fi breglass impregnated 
with oil and coated with fi ne gravel, they 
begin to break down as soon as they are 
exposed to the weather. Metal roofs are 
better resistant to insects, mildew, rot and 
small rodents such as squirrels and racoons 
that can tear off  shakes and shingles to get 
into your attic.

Fire Resistant
A very important reason to like a metal 

roof is that it is fi re resistant, embers from a 
chimney or a nearby brush fi re could pos-
sibly land on your roof and spread. A metal 
roof has a class “A” fi re rating and could 
possibly get you lower insurance rates.

Weight
Metal roofs are lighter than most roofs, 

up to one third the weight of asphalt 
shingles and 75% of a tile roof. Some roofs 
such as concrete tile or clay require extra 
engineering and a stronger roof structure 
to support them which is an added cost. 
There have been a few studies also show-
ing that a roof such as concrete tile could 
act like a pendulum in an earthquake with 
a high center of gravity causing more dam-
age and collapse of the building.

Myths
Some believe that a metal roof will at-

tract lightening; this is not true lightening 
commonly hits the highest point on the 
terrain. If you happen to be in this kind of 
location the roof can be grounded or light-
ening rods added. Another common belief 

is that a metal roof is noisier than others.
Some studies show that this is not true.
With proper insulation a metal roof tends to
be no louder than concrete tile or asphalt
shingles. Although many companies adver-
tise and promote installing metal over old
roofi ng, they may even play the environ-
mental card and say it is good to keep the
old roof out of the landfi ll. To do a proper
job it is recommended to tear off  the old
roofi ng and inspect your roof deck for rot
before reroofi ng. If there is rot under the
old roofi ng it can continue and become a
problem. All roofi ng systems require to be
fastened to the roof deck and if the wood
is not sound there could be a problem with
blow off .

Choosing a Roofi ng Company
Choosing a roofi ng company is a big 

decision after all your roof is the primary
defence against the elements on prob-
ably your biggest lifetime investment, your
house! Some of the things to think about
when picking a roofi ng contractor, check
to see if they have a business licence and
a permanent place of business. Does the
company have good standings with Better
Business Bureau, Workers Compensation
Board and do they carry Liability Insur-
ance? Do the companies you are consid-
ering have a safety program and are the
employees trained to be safe on the job for
their protection and yours? Are the work-
ers qualifi ed and or ticketed. Is the busi-
ness local, reputable and been around for
a while? Will they be there for warranty
issues if they should arise? Be sceptical of
the lowest bid, are they using comparable
product, will they produce good quality
workmanship and will there be any hidden
costs? Does the quote inform you of what
you are getting? Can the company provide
references? These are very important issues
if something were to go wrong with a job.  

“Your roof is the fi rst line of defence against the elements on probably your biggest 
lifetime investment, your house!”

Brian Hignell, Nelson Roofi ng Ltd.


